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Proclamation 6170 of August 14,1990 

Women's Equality Day, 1990 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
On August 26, 1990, we will commemorate the 70th anniversary of the 
ratification of the 19th Amendment to our Constitution. This Amend­
ment guaranteed for women the right to vote and, in so doing, opened 
the door to their full participation in our representative system of gov­
ernment. 

The adoption of the 19th Amendment nearly three-quarters of a century 
ago was a great victory not only for women, but for all Americans. By 
recognizing previously disenfranchised members of our society and 
guaranteeing them an equal voice in the electoral process, the 19th 
Amendment affirmed the principles upon which the United States is 
founded. It underscored our Nation's commitment to the belief "that all 
men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights. Governments are in­
stituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the 
governed. . . ." 

Years before the ratification of the 19th Amendment, the woman's suf­
frage movement took shape. Its members and supporters realized that, 
as long as women lacked a voice in the democratic process, the prom­
ise of liberty and self-government so eloquently expressed in our Na­
tion's founding documents would remain unfulfilled. One of the move­
ment's most prominent leaders, Susan B. Anthony, articulated the con­
cerns of many when she asked: "How can the consent of the governed 
be given, if the right to vote be denied?" 

After years of hard work by members of the woman's suffrage move­
ment, the 19th Amendment was passed by the Congress in June of 1919. 
It was finally ratified by the Tennessee legislature on August 18, 1920, 
and proclaimed as part of our Constitution on August 26. 

The ratification of the 19th Amendment marked an important legal 
milestone in our Nation's efforts to ensure liberty, justice, and equality 
of opportunity for all. Like the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments that 
preceded it and other great landmarks that have followed—landmarks 
such as the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965— 
the 19th Amendment offers a poignant reminder that every individual is 
an heir to the civil and political rights enshrined in our Declaration of 
Independence and Constitution. 

As we commemorate the 70th anniversary of the ratification of the 19th 
Amendment, we also recognize the many and varied accomplishments 
of women—accomplishments made possible by progress in eliminating 
discrimination. During the past 7 decades, millions of women have 
earned positions of leadership and responsibility in business, govern­
ment, science, education, and the arts. 

On this occasion, as we celebrate the continued social and economic 
advancement of women—and their unique role in keeping our families, 
communities, and Nation strong—let us also reflect upon the impor-
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tance of having and using the right to vote. As Americans, we are both 
heirs to and guardians of the blessings of liberty and self-government. 
Exercising our right to vote is one of the most important ways we can 
help to advance the ideals expressed in our Nation's founding docu­
ments and ensure justice and equal opportunity for all Americans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution 
and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim August 26, 1990, as 
Women's Equality Day, a day to commemorate the 70th anniversary of 
the ratification of the 19th Amendment. I call upon all Americans to ob­
serve this day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities, 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun­
dred and fifteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6171 of August 20,1990 

National Drive for Life Weekend, 1990 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
The Labor Day weekend is an ideal time to remind ourselves of the 
grave threat posed to each of us by alcohol-impaired driving—a tragic 
and senseless occurrence that remains our Nation's number one high­
way safety problem. During this weekend, we should be especially 
mindful that irresponsible drinking can quickly destroy a festive holi­
day by causing injury and death. 

Last year more than 23,000 people were killed in the United States as a 
result of alcohol-related highway crashes—an average of 65 individuals 
each day. Although the proportion of traffic deaths related to alcohol 
has declined during the last few years, approximately one-half of all 
fatal motor vehicle crashes continue to be alcohol-related. 

The Drive for Life campaign is designed to reduce the high number of 
alcohol-related traffic accidents in the United States by promoting a 
month-long public awareness program aimed at educating all Ameri­
cans on the dangers of drunk driving. By focusing on the Labor Day 
weekend, when the number of alcohol-related highway crashes tradi­
tionally exceeds the average by about 10 percent, the Drive for Life 
campaign will help to concentrate the Nation's attention on the serious 
dangers of drunk driving. 

During the Labor Day weekend and, indeed, throughout the year, we 
should also be mindful of the dangers posed by drivers who are im­
paired by drugs other than alcohol. Certain drugs—legal as well as ille­
gal, and either alone or in combination with alcohol—are major con­
tributors to highway crashes. All of us should be aware of the risks of 
driving after taking prescribed medications or over-the-counter drugs, 
especially those that have labels warning against operating a motor ve-
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